
Bristol County Receives $400,000 Federal Grant to Expand Juvenile Drug Courts   

Public Invited to Attend “Families First” Kickoff Meeting on January 11, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Representatives of Bristol County’s criminal justice and social service agencies will come 

together with other stakeholders, the public, and the media on Monday, January 11 at (3:00 p.m. 

in the Jury Room of the Taunton District Court) to launch “Families First: Improving Outcomes 

for Youth in Juvenile Drug Court (JDC) Project.”  

The project is a result of a grant from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

(OJJDP), which will provide $400,000 over two years to enhance services for some 105 teens 

participating in three Bristol County Juvenile Drug Court sessions. 

The introductory meeting will include the Chief Justice of the Trial Court Paula M. Carey; Harry 

Spence, the Court Administrator for  MA, Juvenile Chief Justice, Amy Nechtem,   First Justice 

John S. Spinale of the Bristol County Juvenile Drug Court, Judge Bettina Borders, and  Bristol 

County Sheriff Thomas M. Hodgson, will join  members of a multi-disciplinary Advisory Board 

to launch to share the vision for this expansion of the Juvenile Drug Court programs that will 

now be implemented in three courts in Bristol County: Fall River, New Bedford and 

Taunton/Attleboro. 

“The Bristol County Sheriff's Office will work with the Trial Court and all other stakeholders to 

meet the holistic needs of Juvenile Drug Court participants and engage their families as a valued 

partner in all components of the program, to prevent repeated court involvement and improve 

behavioral health outcomes,” said Sheriff Thomas M. Hodgson. 

“This grant comes at a critical time for Bristol County teens struggling with substance abuse and 

other serious issues,” said Judge John S. Spinale. “Until now there’s been very little research 

done on the effectiveness of juvenile drug courts. This federally-funded initiative will foster our 

collaborative efforts to exchange ideas with our criminal justice partners, collect and analyze 

relevant data, and help us develop policies and procedures that are proven to work.”  

The OJJDP grant will support a full-time Family Engagement and Outreach Coordinator, a Case 

Manager, and a half-time Research Assistant.  

Specialty courts are problem-solving court sessions that provide court-supervised probation and 

mandated treatment focused on treating the mental health or substance abuse issues underlying 

criminal behavior.  

Massachusetts has four types of specialty court sessions: drug courts, mental health courts, 

veterans’ treatment courts, and a homeless court. There are 37 specialty courts in Massachusetts, 

including 22 adult drug courts, six mental health courts, five veterans’ treatment courts and three 

juvenile drug courts. The Trial Court aims to increase the number of specialty courts to 50 by the 

end of Fiscal Year 2017 in order to serve all areas of the state.   



What:  Families First: Improving Outcomes for Youth in Juvenile Drug Court (JDC) Project 

Where: Taunton District Court Jury Room 

              40 Broadway, Taunton, MA 

 

When: Monday, January 11, 2016  

 [3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.]  

 

#### 


